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tists and philosophers of the earth. The establishers
of divine civilization are the celestial Manifestations
of God. Religion is the basis of Divine Civilization.
Natural civilization is like unto the body. Divine
Civilization is like unto the spirit. A Body without
spirit is dead, although it may be in the utmost beauty
and comeliness. In short, by religion we mean those
necessary bonds which unify the world of humanity.
This has ever been the bestowal of God. This is the
object of Divine teaching and law. This is the light
of everlasting life. But alas, a thousand times alas! for
this solid foundation is abandoned and forgotten; the
leaders of religion have fabricated a set of blind dogmas
and rituals which are at complete variance with the foun-
dation of divine religion. As these dogmas differ from
each other, they cause differences; differences breed
strife, and strife ends in war and bloodshed; the blood
of innocent people is spilled, their possessions are ran-
sacked and pillaged and their children become captives
and orphans. Thus religion, which was designed to be-
come the cause of friendship, has become the cause of
enmity. Religion, which was meant to be sweet honey,
is changed into bitter poison. Religion, whose function
was to be the illumination of the world of humanity, has
become the factory of obscurantism and gloom. Religion
which was meant to confer everlasting life, has become
the fiendish instrument of death. Consequently, as long
as these blind dogmas are in human hands, and these
nets of dissimulation and hypocrisy in their fingers,
religion will be but a harmful agency in the world of
humanity. Hence these superannuated and tattered dog-
mas which are current among present day religions
must be totally abolished, and, thus, freed from past
traditions, mankind will be able to investigate the real
objects of divine religion; for inasmuch as the foun-